Foresight
Future Flooding

Action Plan

Introduction

The Foresight project on flooding and coastal defence provides an
indication of future risks from flooding and coastal erosion based on
scenarios of socioeconomic development and climate change. The
analysis suggests that risks could increase significantly over the
next 30 to 100 years, but there are significant variations between
the different scenarios and considerable uncertainty inherent in
looking so far into the future.

Nevertheless, the reports provide an excellent resource, quantifying
the possible scale of the challenges that we face and provide a
broad assessment of the different measures available to reduce risk.

The research has identified a range of difficult choices, some of
which will be highly influential for our ability to manage flooding in
the future and could usefully be addressed as soon as possible.
Others are less well defined and would benefit from an improved
understanding which can only be realised as the results from
research and improved data become available.

The project has helped develop a shared understanding of the
challenges faced by the wide range of stakeholders affected by
flooding and coastal erosion. The Action Plan seeks to build on this
understanding and provide a channel through which actions across
and outside Government can be co-ordinated. A group of key
stakeholders, chaired by Elliot Morley, will meet in one year to
monitor progress and consider the need for other actions.

In order for the Action Plan to be effective it must be responsive to
changing circumstances and will require regular review. This initial
plan focuses on immediate actions, the findings of which will
influence longer-term activities. A key mechanism for responding to
the challenges within the report will be the new cross-governmental
strategy for flood and coastal erosion risk management in England
which is expected to be finalised early in 2005.
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ACTIVITY COMPLETION ACTIVITY COMPLETION
DATE DATE
Spring 2005

Household Committee,
May 2004

Ongoing, periodic review
following completion of the

Climate Change Event,
strategy

Summer 2004

Ongoing, first partial revision to

Members briefing on day of .
inform SR 2006 (autumn 2005)

launch, April 2004

May 2005

Ongoing with periodic review
July 2004 Ongoing with periodic review
September 2004

Ongoing with periodic review
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ACTIVITY COMPLETION ACTIVITY COMPLETION
DATE DATE
Ongoing with periodic review Ongoing

Ongoing with periodic review

Ongoing with periodic review

May 2004

September 2004

September 2004
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ACTIVITY COMPLETION ACTIVITY COMPLETION
DATE DATE

Continuing December 2004
February 2005
March 2005
March 2005

Ongoing
Continuing
March 2005

January 2005
March 2005
March 2005
March 2005
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ACTIVITY COMPLETION ACTIVITY COMPLETION
DATE DATE
January 2005 Ongoing with formal review
in 2007
Ongoing
March 2005
Ongoing
March 2005
October 2004
Ongoing
Ongoing
Autumn 2005
December 2005
Ongoing Ongoing
April 2005




Action Plan

Note:

Where the Environment Agency does not have lead responsibilities,
it will support the call of other stakeholders for review of planning
and institutional policies, or for further studies for clarification,
where the Foresight findings indicate that a more strategic approach
is warranted. This includes:

e coastal zone and river corridor planning and management;

e institutional structure for urban drainage and surface water
management;

¢ land management measures for flood management;

« PPG25 (Development and Flood Risk) review with regard to the
functioning of the flood plain

e Building regulations and the resilience of buildings to flooding

e a sustainable approach to insurance across the spectrum of flood
risk and social conditions





